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each god his own special grain is arranged on the correctly
coloured cloth. Thus rice is placed on white1 cloth in front
of Brahma, green pulse is put on green cloth for Visnu,
wheat on red cloth for Rudra, black pulse on black cloth
for Yama, and sesamum seeds on yellow cloth for the
Tatpurusa.
Next, a long piece of white cloth is taken, and seven knots
are made in it; inside the first five knots are tied these
five different kinds of grain, split grain is tied in one of the
remaining knots, and a grain like black mustard in the other.
This piece of knotted cloth is stretched in front of the five
gods, and when all is arranged, two special verses are recited
as a prayer to the five gods, first asking them to be present,
and then asking them to deliver the preta of the dead man
from its disembodied state.
Semi-fure (Ekddasa) Sraddha.
As we have seen the mourners pass through various stages,
from complete defilement to complete ceremonial purity, so
the various Sraddha are looked on, first as impure, then as
semi-pure, and at last are considered to be quite pure. But
of course, even when, the offering is pure, it is always in-
auspicious, and should therefore be performed as quickly as
possible.
To perform the Ekadasa (the Semi-pure) Sraddha on the
eleventh day, first of all eleven tiny bundles of darbha-grass,
each of which contains three blades, are taken, and one knot
is tied in each bundle to represent eleven gods. These are
now invoked ; amongst them are: Somarqfa, Havyavaha (the
carrier of offerings to the gods), Kavyavaka (the carrier of
offerings to ancestors), Kola (time under the aspect of the
destroyer), Rudra (Siva in his terrible form), Purusa (the
divinity living in any man), and Visnu.
1 These colours are those which a Yogi in meditation (Sa^adki) would
see representing each different god.